Law 12

Unit 1 Worksheet

Law and Society
DIRECTIONS:
Be sure to complete all of the readings and assigned questions. Be aware that the unit test questions will
refer not only to concepts covered in the worksheets, but also to readings from your textbook. Answer each
question as completely as you can.
1. What is law?


Laws are regulations and restrictions placed on our social freedoms. They are a civilized
people’s attempt to regulate life in society by principles of reason and fairness.

2. Provide an example of how law impacts your life.


Student responses may vary. Students should give an example of a specific law and
explain how it affects their lives.

3. Explain the difference between a rule and a law.


Rules resemble laws, but unlike laws, rules are not enforced by the courts.

4. In the case of Roncarelli v. Duplessis, which aspect of the Rule of Law did Duplessis violate?


Students should say that Duplessis violated the third aspect of the rule of law that
states no one in our society has the authority to take away our rights except in
accordance with the law. Students may also try to argue the second aspect was also
violated (the law applies equally to everyone, including people in power).

5. Using the chart on page 20 as a guide, create a timeline showing the history of law.

6. What is the Code of Hammurabi?


The code of Hammurabi is one of the earliest-known sets of written laws. The code was
recorded by King Hammurabi of Babylon.
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7. Under Babylonian Law, what is the punishment for theft of livestock?


If anyone steals cattle or sheep, a pig or a goat, the thief shall pay tenfold; if the
thief has nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death.

8. Under Mosaic Law, what is the punishment for theft of livestock?


If a man steals an ox or a sheep and kills it or sells it, he shall restore five oxen for an
ox and four sheep for a sheep.

9. How does Mosaic law demonstrate an evolution of law from the time of Hammurabi?


Mosaic laws focused more on punishing a deliberate action than an accident, and Mosaic
Law was more likely to hold the guilty party accountable, regardless of high status.
Mosaic Law also showed greater concern for the poor, and wealthy landowners were
commanded to leave a small portion of their crops in the field for the poor to harvest.

10. Using an example from Mosaic and Babylonian Laws, explain how each of these laws showed the
importance of respect for parents.


Both Mosaic and Babylonian Law showed respect for parents by enforcing strict
punishment for injury against one’s parents. Babylonian Law stated that if a man struck
his father, his hands shall be cut off. Mosaic Law stated that whoever strikes his
father or his mother shall be put to death, and whoever curses his mother or his father
shall be put to death.

11. Where was the first form of democracy born?


The first form of democracy was born in Greece, but it was not democracy as we know
it now.

12. How were citizens involved in the legal system in Greece?


Citizens were expected to participate in major decisions affecting the running of their
country. Voting was a major responsibility, as was jury duty. Citizens were also
expected to speak for women, who were not allowed to speak for themselves.

13. List the two basic principles of Roman Law.


The two basic principles of Roman Law are: the law must be recorded, and that justice
must not be left to judges alone.
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14. What are the Twelve Tables and what did they promote?


The Twelve Tables were early Roman laws that the Romans codified on wood and bronze
in 450 BCE. The code determined the laws of England during the Roman occupation and
is considered the foundation of modern law. The Tables promoted public prosecution of
crimes and protected the lower class (plebeians) from abuse at the hands of the upper
class (patricians).

15. Why was the Justinian Code created? What modern concept did the Justinian Code inspire?


As Roman laws became more complex, Emperor Justinian I decided to clarify and reform
the law, and did so in the form of a new body of law called the Justinian Code. The
code inspired the modern concept of justice and served as an important basis for law in
a contemporary society. The Justianian Code also formed the basis for civil law.

16. Name and describe the three methods of trial used in early British law.


Trial by ordeal – trial by ordeal forced the accused to undergo torture to determine guilt
or innocence. Trial by oath helping – Friends of the accused were required to swear,
under oath, that the accused was innocent. If this was done, the accused was set free.
Trial by combat – two parties involved in a dispute engaged in a duel. It was presumed
that God would be on the side of the innocent.

17. Explain how the rule of precedent developed.


Without a set of written laws, circuit judges in England were forced to rely on common
sense and the principles of justice. They were also relying on existing customs and
traditions within the community. As judges noticed similarities in legal cases, they
decided that similar cases should be decided the same way. They began recording these
decisions to create common law. Each time a judge made a decision, it created a
precedent, or an example to follow in future, similar cases.

18. List and describe the two the major legal reform provisions in the Magna Carta.


The Magna Carta recognized the Rule of Law, which gave everyone equality before and
under the law. Habeas corpus was also recognized. A writ of habeas corpus requires the
authority making an arrest to bring the detained person before a judge who will
determine whether or not the arrest is valid.

19. What is the Great Binding Law? What beliefs and values about women are reflected in the Great
Binding Law?


The Iroquois Confederacy, or Six Nations, created a written constitution to outline the
rights, duties, and responsibilities of the people. Women appeared to be highly
respected under this constitution and were considered the head of the household.
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20. In paragraph form, list three ways that earlier legal systems have shaped our current legal system. You
may reference Mosaic, Babylonian, Greek, Roman, English or Napoleonic laws.






Student answers may vary. They should show provide specific examples of laws that
have shaped our legal system.
Mosaic and Babylonian laws reflected societal values
Roman law gave us the Justinian Code, which is the basis for modern law
Greek law made use of citizens in the justice system, including voting and the use of
juries.
English law developed the common law we know in our legal system today through the rule
of precedent. Reforms such as the incorporation of the Rule of Law and habeas corpus
in the Magna Carta are underlying principles of our modern justice system.

Vocabulary
Be sure you can provide a concise definition for each of the bold terms found in the chapter. They are sure
to appear on tests!
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