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PART 1: Research 
 
Directions: 
The following section is to be answered using your research skills and acquired sources (ie: using your school library, 
internet search engines, or other chapters in the textbook). Make sure to record the title and author of your chosen 
sources.  
 
1. Provide a sketch of life in Canada in the early 20th Century, before the outbreak of WW I. Consider: Social roles, 

government, population, identity, entertainment, national organization (cities, towns, reserves, farms, etc), 
technology, the role of women, the relationship between indigenous peoples and the crown, perspectives on 
immigrants, experience of immigrants, industry, other significant national issues.  
 
• Answers will vary. Verify source material.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART 2: Reading in the textbook 
 
Directions:  
The following questions address material covered in Chapter 2 of your textbook. You are advised to read the chapter 
overview on pages 24 and 25, including the guiding questions and key terms, before beginning. You should then 
read the remainder of the chapter and answer the questions on this worksheet. Be aware that your chapter 
test/project options will cover the entire chapter, not just the material addressed below.  
 
1. Define the following terms: 

 
Imperialism:  
• One nation acquiring, controlling, or dominating others 

 
 

Industrialization:  
• The overall societal change from farm production and craftsmanship to mechanized manufacturing 

production 
 

Militarization:  
• A policy of enlisting, training, equipping, and maintaining armed forces in readiness for war.  

Social Studies 10 Unit 1 Worksheet 
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2. Explain how imperialism, industrialization, and militarization were connected in the early 20th Century, in 
reference to major European powers.  
• Industrialization created increased imperial desire for, and ability to utilize, raw materials; 

increased markets for distribution. Crises caused by Imperialism, and the need to protect 
Imperial interests against competing powers, led to increased Militarism.  

 
 
 
 
 
3. Identify the two European Alliances that evolved and their member nations and allies before the Great War. 

 
Alliance Name The Triple Alliance The Triple Entente (Allies) 

Member Nations • Germany 
• Austria-Hungary 
• Italy 

• France 
• Britain 
• Russia 

Allies • Bulgaria 
• Ottoman Empire 

• Belgium 
• Portugal 
• Serbia 
• Romania 

 
 
 
4. Why did the development of alliances in Europe increase the threat of war? 

• It made it easier for more countries to be drawn into conflict.  
• Members pledged to protect one another, so if one member country was involved in a conflict, 

allies were obligated to respond.  
 
 
 
 
5. What conflict was brewing in Bosnia leading up to the Great War? 

• Bosnian Serbs wanted independence from Austro-Hungarian rule and Serbia wanted to claim the 
area. A terrorist group of Serbians within Bosnia, called the "Black Hand," formed with the goal 
of achieving these aims. 

 
 
 
 
 
6. Who was Archduke Franz Ferdinand? Why was he killed and by whom? 

• The crown prince of Austro-Hungary. He and his wife were assassinated by Gavrilo Princip (a 
Black Hand member) while in Bosnia trying to reinforce rule.  

 
 
 
7. In your opinion, could the assassination of a current world leader lead to another World War? Explain your 

answer and use a specific hypothetical example.  
• Answers will vary. Assess logic and clarity of supporting argument. 
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8. How did Canada become engaged in the war? 
• As part of the British Empire, Canada was automatically at war when Britain declared.  

 
 
 
9. Why did so many Canadians enlist, early on? 

• Strong patriotic feeling for Britain, belief in short war ahead, financial incentive, adventure-
seeking . 

 
 
 
10. Identify three groups of people who were discriminated against, and how, by the Canadian forces at the 

beginning of the Great War. 
• Aboriginal Canadians – Not initially accepted. 
• African and Japanese Canadians – Few reluctantly accepted. 
• Women – Encouraged to stay home, some employed as nurses and ambulance drivers behind front 

lines. 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Who was Tom Longboat? Is he historically significant? Why/why not? 

• An Onondaga from Six Nations Reserve, a marathon runner, who worked as a courier between the 
trenches in France.  

• Opinions will vary. Assess logic and clarity of supporting argument.  
 
 
 
 
 
12. How did the war Impact Canadian identity from the beginning?  

• People from small disparate communities across the nation were connected.  
• Regardless of language differences, Canadian soldiers felt united under Canadian identity, fighting 

in Canadian units instead of integrating with British forces contributed to growing national 
identity,  

 
 
 
 
 
13. Who were "enemy aliens" and how were they treated? 

• People deemed to be threats to the government, typically recent immigrants from enemy 
countries, who could be detained or deported without charge.   

• Many were forced to carry identification cards and were regularly checked up on. Some were held 
in internment camps. German-owned businesses were attacked.  
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14. Explain the Schlieffen Plan and its failure 
• Germany's plan to fight on two fronts, by quickly defeating France in the West while defending 

the East, before turning all of its forces towards Russia.  
• Russia mobilized more quickly than expected, and Britain declared war rather than remaining 

neutral as expected.  
• Fewer German forces were used in the West than needed and the pace of forward attack led to 

soldier exhaustion.  
• The Germans were forced to dig a defensive line of trenches along the Somme.  

 
 
 
 
15. What was life in the trenches like? 

• Cold, damp, often flooded, filthy, without facilities for hygiene. Soldiers were often diseased and 
lice infested. Mental exhaustion was prevalent.  

• The wounded, caught in no-man's land between the two lines of trenches, were often left to die.  
 
 
 
 
 
16. How did new technology change warfare? 

• Powerful new weapons made open-ground marching impossible without incurring high casualties – 
though old-fashioned generals continued to attempt it! 

• Aircraft initially provided reconnaissance and later were used to drop bombs and advance assault 
beyond enemy lines.  

• Armoured tanks were developed to protect soldiers from weaponry, solving the problems of trench 
warfare.  

• Gas masks were developed to make chemical warfare less effective. 
 
 
 
17. Choose one of the four identified Major Canadian Battles - explain the significance of the battle to the war. 

• Answers will vary. See pages 37-39 for support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. Who was Billy Bishop? Is he historically significant? Why/Why not? 

• A Canadian flying ace who achieved the highest number of "kills" on the side of the Allies.   
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19. Identify and explain three ways the war impacted life in Canada 
Look for 3 of the following:  
• Production and export of Canadian goods reached record high. 
• Resources became scarce at home because most were exported. 
• Some Canadian businesses made enormous profit. 
• Workers became increasingly frustrated with low wages despite profits being made. 
• Honour rationing was introduced. 
• Income tax was introduced as a temporary measure. 
• Corporate tax was introduced. 
• Propaganda proliferated. 
• Women worked outside of the home in untraditional roles. 
• Women (excluding Aboriginal and immigrant women) gained the right to vote. 
• The Halifax Explosion devastated the port and surrounding area when a loaded munitions ship 

caught fire and exploded killing 2000 and injuring 9000. 
 
 
 
 
20. Who was Francis Pegahmagabow? Is he historically significant? Why/why not? 

• An Ojibwa sniper who won a military medal for exceptional service.  
• Opinions will vary. Assess logic and clarity of supporting argument. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
21. Do you believe Albert Goodwin deserved to be killed for his 'crime'? Support your opinion 

• Opinions will vary. Assess logic and clarity of supporting argument. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22. Why did Russia pursue peace with the Central Powers? 

• Revolutions by an unhappy population forced the Tsar to give up his throne.  
• The provisional government in Russia did not do enough to satisfy the people and was in turn 

overthrown by the Bolsheviks who promised "peace and bread."  
 
 
 
 
23. Why did the allies win the war on the Western front? 

• The United States entered the war, and reinforced numbers and supplies on the side of the 
Allies, while German forces were exhausted and troops and supplies were running low.  
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24. How was the Paris Peace Conference significant for Canadian autonomy? 
• Canada was granted a seat at the table, and membership in the League of Nations, independent 

of Great Britain.  
 
 
 
 
25. What were the terms Germany was forced to submit to in the Treaty of Versailles? 

• Germany accepted full blame for the war. 
• Germany's territory was reduced and demilitarized; had to give up control of its colonies. 
• Germany had to pay $30 billion in reparations. 
• The German army was restricted to 100 000 men, its navy was surrendered, it was not allowed to 

have an air force. 
• Germany was forbidden to join with Austria. 

 
 
 
 
 
26. Do you think the terms made another war inevitable? Support your opinion. 

• Answers will vary. Assess the logic and clarity of supporting arguments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
27. What was the League of Nations? 

• An international organization designed with the aim of providing collective security and maintaining 
peace. 

 
 
 
 

28. How was returning from the war a let-down for many Canadians? 
• Steady military pensions and medical care were not provided. 
• Jobs were scarce, and wages remained low.  
• Aboriginal soldiers who had experienced increased equality on the front lines returned to continued 

prejudice and lack of recognition, and received even less support than other veterans. 
 


